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almost unknown, but it alone expresses the absolutely dominating political position of Harley when he came into office. In the country he had been preparing the public for a change of Government, but, as before, he had been careful to demonstrate his unique position as a moderating politician. " Since I had the honour of seeing you," wrote the ubiquitous De Foe to him on the 28th of July 1710, "I can assure you by experience I find the acquainting some people they are not all to be devoured and eaten up, will have all the effect upon them could be wished for, assuring them that moderate counsels are at the bottom of all these things; that the old mad party are not coming in; that his Grace the Duke of Shrewsbury and yourself are at the head of the management, and that neither have been moved, however ill-                      |!
treated, to forsake the principles you always served; that toleration, succession, or union are not struck at, and that they may be easy as to the nation's liberties."1
These were the principles of the Revolution, in other words, the principles of the Whig statesmen, whom Harley had just defeated, but they were the principles upon which Harley had acted in the past, and by which he was determined to be guided in the future. Yet he was taking office as the leader of the Tories, never more hot with animosity
1 Harley Papers, ii. 552.